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Mr. William Howard O’Brien

The International Sonoran Antelope Foundation
3104 East Camelback

Phoenix, Arizona 85016

Dear Mr. O’Brien:

Secretary Babbitt has asked me to respond to your letter of October 8, 1996, requesting that the Fish
and Wildlife Service (Service) work with the Arizona Game and Fish Department and others to
translocate Sonoran pronghorn from presently occupied areas to historic habitat north of the Gila
River in Arizona. - -

Some time ago, the Service established a Core Working Group (CWG) to guide our collective efforts
to recover this rare animal. Membership on the CWG is composed of representatives from Arizona
Game and Fish Department, Bureau of Land Management, Luke Air Force, National Park Service,
Tohono O’Odam Indian Tribe, the Republic of Mexico, and the Service. The CWG continues to
seek alternatives available to enhance survival and move forward with the recovery of the Sonoran
Pronghorn.

Translocation has been discussed by the CWG for investigation after there is more understanding of
factors that limit population numbers and define habitat needs of the pronghom. The recent
discovery of the close relationship between Sonoran pronghorn and succulent chain-fruit cholla
implies an important tie between primary historic range and plant forage species the pronghormn
depend on.

A range wide aerial survey of the subspecies is planned for completion during December 1996.
Results of the survey will help guide immediate and future actions to recover this animal. If
relocation is a viable option, the Gila and other areas will be considered and the best alternative
selected.

I am sure Secretary Babbitt joins me in thanking you for your continuing efforts to recover the
Sonoran pronghom. If I can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

- Yound

Ae*ng Regional Director



Mr. William Howard O’Brien
bc:  Secretary, DOI, Washington, D.C. (OES - 3 copies) &

Director, FWS, Washington, D.C. (AES/TEY’ (CCU)‘
Refuge Manager, Cabeza Prieta NWR, Ajo, AZ

blk:GDivine:11/25/96-DRAFT blk:11/25-Yellow blk-12/6-Final (GD)
blk:GDivine:11/25/96:"Nov\George\O’Brien.1tr”

JQV/(“‘(, e iz
/7752,(:(2‘&/’ R—=F — s



P

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

DO NOT REMOVE THIS SLIP FROM CORRESPONDENCE

Bureau No.

Record No.

Exec Sec No.

CCU96-02333 12054 118055
Office Incoming Date From / To
R2 10/08/96 O'BRIEN
Asgn To / Int By Signature Level INTERNATIONAL SONORAN ANTELOPEJAEA
R2 RD FOUNDATION AFA
Al
Synopsis ALE |
REQUEST FOR FWS TO MOVE A HEAD OF ENDANGERED SONORAN ANTELOPES TO RER 5'
HABITAT NORTH OF THE GILA RIVER
F[MB |TS
B
e ASSIGNMENTS
ROUTED TO MAILSTOP ACTION DATE DEBLE: | (] )¢
R2 1 Prepare Reply 10/23/96 11/19/96
Bec'd
C%‘ -
¢ . = EESE I
ot 24'B
t ' S T airal g -
\ m S TS - b
\ T =
ACTION CODES =
0 - Prepare Draft Reply 4 - Signature 8 - Other - See Comments
1 - Prepare Reply 5 - For Information 9 - Mail/Distribute
2 - For Appropriate Action 6 - Revise
3 - Surname 7 - Obtain Additional Surnames

PISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE, Correspondence Control Unit, Room 3012, Main Interior, 208-6231 CCU CORRESPONDENCE



?3

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
TASKING PROFILE

Date Printed: 10/22/96 ACCN #: 118055
Open/Closed Status: o] Fiscal Year: 97
- Action Action
Received Date Document Date Due Date Office Required
10/22/96 10/08/96 11/22/96 /FWSI DR

Addressee: Secretary Babbitt
From: O’Brien, Wm. Howard

International Sonoran Antelope Foundation
Phoenix,, AZ

Subject Text: Request for FWS to move a herd of endangered Sonoran
antelopes to habitat north of the Gila River

Recommended Surnames:
Copies To: ES:PL
Cross-Reference:

Special Interest: Special Interest Id:

SRO Analyst ES Phone Source

RLBURCH RBURCH 208-3569 ENV



g ,J THE INTERNATIONAL SONORAN ANTELOPE FOUNDATION

3104 EAST CAMELBACK

October 8, 1996 PHOENIX. ARIZONA 85016

TRUSTEES TEL-FAX (602) 951-1152

WM. HOWARD O'BRIEN - ARIZONA. USA
DIEGO REDO - SONORA. MEXICO
ROBERT JOHNSON - NEW YORK,-USA

Mr. Bruce Babbitt
Secretary of the Interior
Department of the interior
1840 “C” Street
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Bruce;

The enclosed article, waiving Environmental Rules along the Arizona/Mexico border for
the U.S. Border Patrol, could seriously affect the endangered Sonoran Antelope’s existence.

For years, we have sought the U.S. Fish and Wildlife’s permission to move a small herd
of these pronghorn to their historic habitat North of the Gila River. The Bureau of Land
Management (“"BLM") biologists say the biomass of the Eagletail Range is twice that of the
Gunnery Range. The Arizona Game and Fish, and Luke Air Force Base would support the effort.
BLM won't fight it. '

Bruce, the Arizona Game and Fish think that the antelope herd dropped by a third last
year because of the drought. The herd numbers have not changed measurably since the
Sonoran Antelope was declared endangered more than fourteen years ago.

Please, as an Arizona native, tell the Fish and Wildlife to make a deal with the Arizona
Game and Fish, and allow the move of the Sonoran Antelope to their historic habitat North of the
Gila River where they can better breed and multiply.

The present system of recovering the Sonoran Antelope from the endangered list simply
is not working.

Let me know what they say. in the interest of heiping ihese deseri anteivpe, my Eagletail
Range is still available.

Sincerely yours,
L4 C%A/éu
. Howard O’Brien

WHO:ps

C:AOMce\Anteiope\Babbitt Lir

FOR THE RECOVERY OF THE ANTILOCAPRA AMERICANA SONORIENSIS FROM THE ENDANGERED LIST
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BILL O'BRIEN

PHONE: (602) 951-1152
MOBILE: (602) 370-1661
RANCH: (602) 370-1661
FAX: (602) 951-0301
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Eagletail Ranch is easy to reach from all parts of the southwest. It is located in Maricopa County a 90-minute
drive west of Phoenix.

FROM PHOENIX: Drive west on |-10 freeway past Tonopah to Exit 81 (Harquahala Valley Road).
Turn south at exit to Harquahala Valley Road 12 miles to dead end (Baseline Road), then west on Baseline
L miles to Eagletail Ranch Headgate.

FROM LOS ANGELES: From Interstate 10, turn right on Harquahala Valley Road (Exit 81), south to
Baseline, then west to Eagletail Ranch Headqate.

THIS MAP IS FOR: Cowsoys. CATTLE TRUCKS. HIKERS, HORSEMEN, FALCONERS. HUNTERS. FLYERS. BIRD WATCHERS AN FRIENDS. HAY
TRUCKS. FIRE DEPARTMENT, UNITED PARCEL SERVICE. GRAMMAR & HIGH SCHOOL BUSES. U.S. MAIL CARRIERS. MARICOPA COUNTY SHERIFF
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For expanded
coverage of the

U.S.-Mexico border

Simply type keyword AZ News

| controversy, sign on Arizona
Central on America Online.
~ and click on the What's Hot

COVERAGE
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B6  The Arizona Republic  Tuesday, October 8, 1996

‘Border wall could block wildlife
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